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Bits  About  Lincoln 


Freeholder  Mines  Shows  Lock  of  His  Hair — Lawyer 
Digs  Up  First  Account  of  Gettysburg  Speech 


Desk,  declared  one  Lincoln  used  as  lawyer,  owned  by  Wayne  woman. 


A  black  walnut  desk  said  to  have  been 
used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  while  he  prac- 
tised law  atBloomington,  111.,  is  owned  by 
Miss  Bertha  Per?"  of  Wayne. 

The  desk  is  rough  hewn  and  unfin- 
ished. It  is  as  it  was  when  M'ss  Perry's 
father  found  it  in  the  store  of  a  second 
hand  furniture  dealer  in  Bloomlngton. 
It  is  four  feet  high,  half  as  wide  and 
as  long  across  the  top.  It  has  two 
drawers  under  the  writing  top.  Held 
together  with  wooden  pegs,  it  might 
■i"ave  been  hewn  from  one  piece  of  tim- 
ber, so  stanch  Is  its  coiistructlon. 

Miss  Perry's  father,  Charles  Perry 
bought  the  desk  while  he  was  the  man- 
ager of  a  flour  mill  at  Bloomlngton 
forty-five  years  ago.  A  friend  who  was 
a  McLean  County  Court  clerk  told  him 
about  the  desk,  which  was  removed 
from  the  old  Court  House  when  the 
new  one  was  built.  Mr.  Perry  traced 
It  to  the  furniture  store. 

At  Bloomlngton  Lincoln  won  one  o: 
his  first  Important  cases,  wh'ch  In- 
volved a  question  of  taxation  between 
the  county  and  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company.  It  is  believed  that 
over  this  desk  Lincoln  bent  as  he  pre- 
pared a  defense  for  the  railroad. 

3f:        :1c  4: 

Scene  at  Statue. 

Two  colored  boys  walked  solemnly 
up  to  the  Gutzon  Borglum  statue  of 
Lincoln  in  front  of  the  Essex  County 
Court  House  this  morning  and  sat  down, 
on  a  stone  block  at  one  side.  One  of 
them  was  no  more  than  six  years  old 
the  other  about  ten. 

Neither  said  a  word  as  they  sat  for 
nearly  twenty .  minutes,  their  eyes  on 
the  statue.  Then  the  older  one  said 
"Come  on,"  and  they  walked  away. 

There  were  two  wreaths  at  Lincoln's 
feet,  one  from  the  Department  of  Nev 
Jersey,  Ladles  of  G.  A.  R.,  and  tht 


Ing  the  jeweler  who  had  fashioned  the 
gold  box.  The  case  has  a  hinged  cover 
In  which  a  glass  plate  is  fastened,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  open  this  cover 
to  clean  the  glass.  For  that  purpose 
a  small  lock  had  been  provided,  but 
Mr.  Hines  had  not  received  the  key.  His 
search,  however,  was  finally  successful. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Hines,  who  believes 
the  souvenir  should  become  public 
property,  is  making  plans  to  present  it 
to  a  museum. 

*     *  * 
Recalls  Lincoln  Incidents. 

Edward  M.  Colie,  Newark  lawyer, 
rummaging  through  some  papers,  came 
upon  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Novem- 
ber 20,  1863,  which  contained  articles 
particularly  interesting  on  Lincoln's 
birthday. 

The  newspaper  ran  the  President's 
Gettysburg  address,  the  text  of  a  prayer 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Stockton  and  then  devoted 
more  than  a  full  page  to  a  speech  by 
Edward  Everett,  president  of  Harvard 
and  United  States  Senator,  then  con- 
sidered America's  greatest  orator. 

Then  the  paper  recounted  an  inci- 
dent seldom  heard  about,  bat  whlc'ii 
Mr.  Colie  found  entectaining  and  char- 
acteristic.   It  read: 

"After  supper  the  President  was  sere- 
naded by  the  excellent  band  of  the 
Fifth  New  York  Artillery.  After  re- 
peated calls,  Mr.  Lincoln  at  length  pre- 
sented himself,  when  he  was  loudly 
cheered.    He  said: 

"  'I  appear  before  you,  fellow-citi- 
zens, merely  to  thank  you  for  this  com- 
pliment. "The  inference  is  a  very  fair 
one  that  you  would  hear  me  for  a  little 
while  at  least,  were  I  to  commence  to 
make  a  speech.  I  do  not  appear  before 
you  for  the  purpose  of  doing  so,  and 
for  several  substantial  reasons.  The 
most  substantial  of  these  is  that  I  have 
no  speech  to  make  (Laughter).  In  my 
position  it  is  somewhat  Important  that 
I  should  not  say  any  foolish  things 
"  'A  VOICE — If  you  can  help  it.' 
"  'MR.  LINCOLN— It  very  often  hap- 
pens that  the  only  way  to  help  it  is  lo 
say  nothing  at  all  (Laughter).  Beliei.'- 
Ing  that  is  my  present  condition  this 
evening,  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse  me 
from  addressing  you  further.'  " 
«     «  * 

Last  Witness  of  Death 
Tells  of  Murder 

NEW  YORK,  Feb.  12  (United  Press). 
— The  night  of  April  14,  1865,  a  youth- 
ful physician  went  to  Ford's  Theater 
in  Washington  to  see  the  performance 
of  "My  American  Cousin,"  because  he 
knew  President  Lincoln  would  be  there. 
Memories  of  that  night  proved  harrow- 
ing today,  even  after  sixty-three  years. 


other  from  the  Masonic  Fraternity  o 
the  City  of  Newark. 

A  photographer  attracted  a  crowd  o 
small  boys  who  grouped  around  and  oi 
the  statue  but  most  of  them  driftei 
away  when  the  photographer  left.  On 
little  Italian  lad,  however,  sat  for  sev 
eral  minutes  In  the  Great  Emanclpai 
tor's  lap,  his  arm  around  Linclon'l 
neck. 

Another  larger  boy  grjisped  th( 
bronze  nose  to  lift  himself  and  th< 
younger  one  pushed  his  hand  away  ar< 
chided  him  for  such  disrespect.  H< 

kissed  thCfioSfafta^said,*  "I  love  Hlrn  „  , 

You  shouldn't  climb  on  him  like  that.'  ^  Dr.  Charles  A.  Leale  of  New  York, 

A  young  Polish  mother  with  a  three-l         eighty^slx  years  old. 
year-old  girl  walked  up  the  steps  be-1    ^r.  Leale,  the  only  physician  com- 
fore  the  statue  and  stood  there  several  missioned  by 


minutes  telling  the  little  girl  about 
Lincoln.  An  aged  negro  walked  slowly 
past  and  self-consciously  tipped  his 
hat. 

*     *  * 
Lock  of  Martyr's  Hair. 
Director  Hines  of  the  Board  of  Free- 
holders exhibited  to  his  colleagues  yes- 
terday a  gold  case  containing  a  lock 
of  hair  taken  from  the  hea-d  of  Abra- 


Mrs.  Lincoln  to  attend 
the  President  after  he  was  mortally 
wounded  by  John  Wilkes  Booth,  and 
the  only  person  living  that  witnessed 
Lincoln's  death,  was  extremely  re- 
luctant to  speak  of  the  tragedy. 

At  the  theater  Dr.  Leale  could  see  the 
President,  his  bearded  face  wreathed  In 
a  pleasant  smile  as  he  chatted  with 
Mrs.  Lincoln  and  others  in  the  box 
reserved  for  the  Chief  Executive. 

Suddenly  a  shot  rang  out.  Dr.  Leale 
ham  Lincoln  Just  after  his  death  April  g,  wisp  of  smoke  over  the  Presi- 
15,  1865.  ,  ^    ,  I  dential  box.    He  hurried  to  the  horror- 

The  souvenir  of  the  martyred  Presl-  ^^^^^y.^^  j^rs.  Lincoln, 
dent  had  been  given  originally  to  Dr  J  ^  ^^^^ 

Charles  L.  Taft,  an  attending  surgeon  •'  ^ 

at  the  death  bed,  and  was  acquirec 
by  William  H.  Lambert,  collector  o 
Llncolnlana,  from  the  doctor's  son 
Charles  C.  Taft,  March  11,  1908.  Thesi 
facts  are  set  forth^on  the  gold  case. 

Mr.  Hints,  an  indefatigable  collector 
acquired  the  memento  when  Mr.  Lam, 
bert  died  and  his  collection  was  of- 
fered for  sale  at  the  Anderson  Galleries 
in  New  York.  He  thought  yesterday  an 
appropriate  time  to  show  it  to  friends. 

At  the  same  time  he  explained  that 
he  had  spent  some  time  recently  locar- 


Hospital,"  he  said  to  her,  and  bent  over 
the  form  of  the  President,  who  seem- 
ingly lifeless,  still  sat  in  his  chair. 

Dr.  Leale  called  to  one  of  a  group  of 
soldiers,  who  by  then  filled  the  box, 
and  they  placed  the  Chief  Executive  in 
a  recumbent  position  on  the  floor.  This 
helped  relieve  the  pressure  of  a  blood 
clot  on  the  brain,  the  physician  ex- 
plained, and  prolonged  the  President's 
life.  Then,  carefully,  the  form  of  the 
Great  Emancipator  was  carried  to  Mr. 
Petersen's  house  across  the  street. 

The  still  unconscious  President  was 
placed  In  a  bed  and  Dr.  Leale  turned 
to  Mrs.  Lincoln.  She  Indicated  she 
wanted  him  to  take  charge  of  her 
wounded  husband.  But  he  knew  there 
was  nothing  he  could  do. 

Then,  Dr.  Leale  said,  he  held  the 
President's  wrist  and  felt  the  throb  of 
the  pulse  grow  feeble  gradually  until 
It  dimmed  away  to  oblivion. 

There  the  interview  terminated.  Dr. 
Leale  was  in  no  mood  to  discuss  the 
experience  further. 

"But  I  Guess  She  Won't 
Let  Me  Kiss  Her" 

I.  NE-W  YORK.  -Feb.  12  (/P).—A  pardon 
for  a  prisoner,  which  he  believes  was 
the  last  paper  signed  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln before  bis  assassination,  Is  In  the 
possession  of  Emanuel  Hertz,  lawyer  and 
collector  of  Llncolnlana.  Only  the  sig- 
nature Is  in  Lincoln's  writing.  The 
pardon  reads: 

"Let  the  prisoner  be  released  on  tak- 
'ins  the  oath  of  December  7,  1863. 

"A.  LINCOLN.  I 
"April  14,  1865."  f 
Mr.  Hertz  declared  other  pardons; 
Lincoln  made  he  wrote  In  entirety  but 
this  apparently  had  been  prepared  by 
someone  else  and  signed  In  haste  Just 
as  Lincoln  was  leaving  for  Ford's  Thea- 
ter, where  he  was  shot  by  John  Wilkes 
Booth. 

Before  the  Women's  National  Repub- 
lican Club  Mr.  Hertz  read  a  letter 
written  by  Lincoln  July  11,  1848,  whlcb 
he  said  showed  Lincoln  in  a  lighter  vein 
than  that  usually  associated  with  him 
The  letter  addressed  to  his  law  partner 
William  Herndon,  read; 
"Dear  William: 

"Yours  of  the  3d  Is  this  moment  re- 
ceived and  I  hardly  need  say  It  gave 
unalloyed  pleasure.  I  now  almost  re-^ 
gret  writing  the  serious  long-faced 
letter  I  wrote  yesterday.  But  let  thq 
past  as  nothing  be — go  it  while  you're 
young!  I  write  this  in  the  confusion 
of  the  H.  R.,  and  with  several  otheij 
things  to  attend  to.  I  will  send  you 
about  eight  different  speeches  this  eve-| 
nlng,  and  as  to  kissing  a  pretty  girl,] 
I  know  one  very  pretty  one,  but  I  guessl 
she  won't  let  me  kiss  her.  Yours  for- 
ever, A.  LINCOLN. 

Mr.  Hertz  also  related  that  In  Win- 
chester, Va.,  Lincoln  stopped  at  the 
Haggard  House,  and  at  the  request  of 
two  daughter?  of  the  proprietor  wrote 
verses  in  their  autograph  books  whicn 
he  composed  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment.  He  dated  them  September 
28,  1858.  One  read: 
To  Rosa — 

You  are  young,  and  I  am  older; 

You  are  hopeful,  I  am  not. 
Enjoy  life,  ere  It  grow  colder,  j 

Pluck  the  roses  ere  they  rot. 
Teach  your  beau  to  heed  the  lay — 

That  sunshine  soon  Is  lost  in  shade; 
That  now's  as  good  as  any  day 

To  take  thee,  Rosa,  ere  she  fade. 

Lincoln  "Developed"  j 
By  War  Years  of  Anxiety 

SPRINGFIELD,  111.,  Feb.  12  (^).— 
Claude  G.  Bowers  of  New  York,  key- 
noter of  the  last  Democratic  National 
Convention,  stood  today  in  the 
Sangamon  County  Court  room  whose 
walls  once  echoed  to  the  voice  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  painted  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  Emancipator  and  Stephen  A 
Douglas,  his  lifelong  political  rival. 

"Had  Lincoln  and  Douglas  both  died 


in  the  first  year  of  the  CtvU  War,  the 
historical  status  of  one  would  not  hav«i 
differed  greatly  from  that  of  the  other] 
The  Lincoln  of  history  was  developed: 
or  brought  out,  by  the  sufferings  and 
struggles  of  four  blood-soaked,  tear- 
drenched  years  of  loneliness  and 
anxiety,"   Bowers  said. 

"Politicians  scorned  Lincoln  tO'  the 
end  of  his  life,  and  the  people  will 
love  him  to  the  end  of  time. 

"No  two  great  leaders__ef  ODtinitn-j- 

forces  in  all  history  have  been  more 
strangely  identified  In  their  careers. 
By  all  the  dictates  of  convention  all 
the  advantage  In  the  contest  should 
have  been  with  Douglas.  When  he 
first  looked  out  upon  the  world  from  a 
neat  cottage  In  Vermont,  Lincoln  was 
tottllng  about  a  sordid  cabin  In  a  Ken- 
tucky clearing.  The  father  of  one  was 
an  educated  and  successful  physician; 
that  of  the  other  the  most  tragic  of 

all  failures,  an  unsuccessful  illiterate 
ne'er-do-well.    Douglas  had  the  l^ack- 
ground  of  success;  Lincoln  of  failure." 
Ceremony  In  Washington. 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  12  (/P).— Pil- 
grimages by  government  officials  and 
members  of  patriotic  societies  to  the 
stately  Lincoln  Memorial  ana  an  as- 
sembling of  aged  veterans  who  knew 
the  man  as  their  commander-in-chief, 
were  Included  in  simple  ceremonies  ar-1 
ranged  today  to  commemorate  the  120th 
anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Senator  Shortrldge  of  California  had) 
prepared  a  speech  for  delivery  during 
the  exercises  at  the  memorial.  "Where- 
soever among  men  there  is  love  for 
disinterested  patriotism  and  sublime  at-j 
tachment  to  duty,"  Senator  Shortrldge! 
said,  "wheresoever  liberty  is  worshipped 
and  loyalty  exalted,  his  name,  his  life, 
his  deeds  are  known." 

Senator  Shortrldge  said  the  hour  of 
brotherly  estrangement  had  gone  for- 
ever, that  "government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people"  did 
not  perish.  "The  sons  of  America 
march  all  one  way,"  he  declared. 

The  Senate  and  House  had  arranged 
to  consider  routine  duties  for  a  part  of 
the  day,  but  they  had  also  arranged  to 
pay  tribute  to  one  of  America's  greatest 
Presidents,  and  flags  flying  in  the 
down-town  section  were  evidences  that  1 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  capital  were 
well  aware  that  It  was  Abraham 
Lincoln's  Birthday. 


Lincoln^ s  Desk^  Portraits 
Added  To  LV.  Collection 


Bloomington,    Ind.,    Feb.  12 
(Spl.) — Two  rare  Lincoln  items, 
a  28-volume  series  of  historical 
portraits  and  a  desk  used  by  the 
Civil  War  President  as  a  Spring- 
field, 111.,  lawyer,  were  added  to- 
;.day  to  the  Indiana-Oakleaf  Col- 
■lection  at  Indiana  University. 
>  The  additions   were   made  in 
connection  with  a  Lincoln's  birth- 
day exhibition  of  Lincoln  mate- 
rial including  the  famous  Oakleaf 
collection  acquired  four  years  ago 


and  housed  in  a  special  room  in 
the  university's  general  library. 

The  historical  portrait  series, 
known  as  the  Meserve  collection, 
has  been  presented  to  the  univer- 
sity as  a  gift  of  the  Ball  Broth- 
ers' Foundation  of  Muncie.  It 
contains  all  of  the  known  photo- 
graphs of  Lincoln  and  a  total  of 
approximately  8,000  photographic 
prints  of  men  and  women  prom- 
inent in  the  nation's  life  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. 


Examination  of  the  Meserve 
Collection  by  Dr.  Cecil  K.  Byrd, 
curator  of  the  Indiana-Oakleaf 
Collection,  has  shown  that  35  Hoo- 
siers  are  represented,  including 
Schuyler  Colfax,  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  Caleb 
B.  Smith  of  Connersville,  secre- 
tary of  the  Interior;  Hugh  Mc- 
Culloch  of  Fort  Wayne,  secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  many  Indi- 
ana members  of  Congress  during 
the  Lincoln  and  immediately  fol- 
lowing national  administrations. 

The  Lincoln  desk  of  four  turned 
legs,  two  drawers,  slanting  coun- 
ter and  two  lock  compartments 
occupied  the  Logan  and  Lincoln 
law  office  in  Springfield  and  Dr. 
Byrd  believes  it  certain  to  have 
been  used  by  Lincoln  for  transac- 
tion of  legal  business.  Property 
of  the  heirs  of  Judge  Logan,  it 
stood  in  the  office  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Association  in  Springfield 
!  until  last  November  and  was  ac- 
quired by  the  university  through 
the  Abraham  Lincoln  Book  Shop 
of  Chicago. 


STUDENT  USES  LINCOLN'S  DESK 

Sitting  at  the  desk  that  Lincoln  used  in  Springfield, 
111.,  George  Gayer,  Abingdon,  III.,  takes  notes  on  a  book 
titled  "A.  Lincoln,"  by  Ross  F.  Lockridge,  historian  and 
father  of  the  novelist.  The  desk  is  part  of  the  famous 
Oakleaf  collection  of  Lincolniana  at  Indiana  University. 
— The  News  Photo,  George  F.  Tilford. 


SEWELL  L.  BARTLETT 
739  West  Monroe  Street 
CHICAGO  6,  ILUNOIS 

February  9,1948. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne ,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir:- 


As  Director  of  the  Linoooln  National  Life 
Foundation  you  may  be  interested  in  several  items 
I  have  in  my  possession. 

1.  A  7-g  inch  plate  from  the  Lincoln 
Presidential  dinner  service, 
registered  No.  471. 

2.  A  desk  with  documents  showing  that  it 
was  used  by  Mr,  Lincoln  at  the  time  of 
his  partnership  with  Mr,  Lacy  ,  and 
was  made  by  Ja-nes  J.  Snyder  about  the 
year  1945.     In  1902  the  desk  was  in  the 
public  school  building  in  Mt ,  Pulaski, 
Illinois,   aibsequently  changed  hands 
twice,  and  has  recently  come  into  my 
possession. 


3,  Books  as  shown  on  the  enclosed  list. 

4.  A  steel  engraving  that  is  supposed 
to  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in 
existence. 


Any  part  or  all  of  this  collection  is 

for  sale. 

I  will  be  glad  to  furnish  any  further 
possible  information  you  may  desire. 


Very  truly  yours , 


LINCOLN'S  DESK  SOLD 
FOR  $29.50  TO  BIDDER 


Antique  Dealers  Show  Scant 

Interest  in  the  Relic 
\       at  Auction. 


Special  to  The  Washington  Post. 

Bunker  Hill.  W.  Va.,  Aug.  3.— A  desk, 
originally  the  joint  property  of  Abra-  ' 
ham  Lincoln  and  Col.  Ward  Hill  La- 
mon  when  the  two  were  practicing  law 
together  In  Illinois,  failed  to  bring  an  ! 
expected  high  price  when  offered  for  , 
public  sale  near  here  today.  It  brought  I 
only  $29.50.    Antique  dealers  present 
displayed  scant  Interest  in  the  relic, 
which  was  offered  in  the  settlement  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  Maria  E.  Janney, 
widow  of-  Charles   Lamon,  to  whom 
Col.  Lamon  gave  the  desk.    Absence  of 
documentary  (evidence  of  the  Lincoln 
connection  in  the  desk  kept  them,  they 
said,  from  running  the  price  up.  The 
desk  was  given  to  Col.  Lamon,  who 
gave  it  to  his  brother.    The  latter's 
widow  subsequen-tfy  was  married  to 
Mr.  Janney. 

Llncolniana  hunters  were  present 
from  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Balti- 
more, New  York  and  Harrisonburg.  Va. 

Other  antiques,  not  associated  with 
Lincoln,  brought  big  prices.  A  pair  of 
fine  old  inlaid  tables,  which  match  to 
make  one  big  table,  brought  $400. 
Ladder-back  chairs  brought  $29.50 
each.   A  glass  bottle  sold  for  $6.50. 


I 


